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Denise Tayler (Philosophy, York University)  
"Theoretic bondage: Coalescent argumentation and higher-order goals" 
This paper will critically evaluate Pragma-Dialectics and Michael Gilbert's 
coalescent view of argumentation from a feminist-emancipatory perspective. 
Pragma-Dialecticians hold to higher-order goals such as the equality of arguers, 
and assume that the ir ideal model will function well under these conditions. But 
by not directly addressing arguments in situations of power imbalance, the 
pragma-dialectical model overlooks the possibility that it reinforces inequality 
and restricts expression. Gilbert's work on alternative argumentation modes 
diffuses the oppressive tendencies of the Pragma-Dialectical model, and may 
further higher-order ideals. 
 
